bo 


Val. IV. 


A 


% 


Numb 23 


REVIE vx 


OF THE 


S AE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


—__ wu". — 


1 


Thurſday, April 3. 170% 


— —_ 


Ez laft was an Introduction to the 
long 1 Efſay, I have told 
you of in former Papers. 

I hope, the Friends of Peace at Covemry 
will not take me 25 ſome formerly did, when 
Torg'd them to be conter::, that therefore 
it imply d io genera! they were diſcontent. 

I have no Charge on any in Coventry for 
the leaſt Diſ-reſpeQ in their Behaviour, but 
ſtill the Caution is a thouſand Ways uſeful, 
both to them and other more remote In- 
frances' in Fngl:i»d'; who may fit the Coat 
better than they, and are welcome to wear 
ir, in which Sence they pleaſe. 

The Sum of the Marter is to move the 
whole Kiogdom to pr.ttife that Modcera- 
tion, by which the Bleſhugs, we enjoy, are 
cunvey d; I wonld have vo calling for Fire 
from Heaven, but for Mercy to the worſt 
Enemics we have Truth, Liberty and 


Juſtice have obtaln'd the Victory over the 

publick Enemies 3 I am ng to uſe it 

like a Victory of 0 a ueſt of 

Jaftice, not of Power; let the QUEEN's 
acter be upon you all! | 

She fights to ſave, and conquers 20 ſer free. 


Now ill Nature comes in upon my WI. 
ting this, with fome weighty Ob : 
W bac, are we bound to fit ſtill, and look on 
them as our Friends, that have fo oſten 
puſh'd at our Ruin, and bad fo neat affected 
it? Is it a Crime now and then to be merry 
with them? Where's the Pleaſure of our 
Victory? Where's the Reward uf our long 
Struggle, if we can't laugh a little ? You are 
for running things too high, aad preaching 
more Reconciliation than they will accepc 
of, or than we can exerciſe ; they would not 
have us'd us ſo. 

Well, 


Well, Gedchemen, and fer that very Rea- 
ſon, methinks you ſhould uſe them better; 
that theſẽ Coals of Fire heing heap'd upon 
them, they might fee their own Lolly by 
the Light of them. 

Beſides, what have we been ftruggling 
for all this while, wor for Vifory, but tor 
Peace; not to inſult our Neigbouts Fully, 
but to live quiet, free, and uninterrupted 
in the Exerciſe of our Religion and Callings, 
and in the Enjoyment of our Families and 
Fortunes ? | 

If the End be obtain'd, what won you 
bave more? To make a Trophy of your Suc- 
ceſs, is to keep the Feud ſtill alice; "cis to 
maintain the Reſentment in your Oppoſers, 
and ſo only raking the Aſhes over the Em- 
bers of the Quarrel, the Fire is preſerv'd, 


and will break out again; this is certainly 


the worft Policy in the World for you, keep 
the Enemy, tho' you have reduc'd their 
Power, and the only Remain is to have 
them find a new Occaſion. 

All wiſe Prinfes, wheh they have reduc'd 
a Province or Country ts their jence, 
ſtudy next to keep it ſoz and one of the 
firſt Steps to that is, to make the People 
eafie, and let them live gently under theit 
new Mafters, that they may not be inclin'd 
to revolt. 

If you would have Figl-Hying Principles 
dye off from the Stage, if you would have 
the very Party dwindle away into nothing, 
as you ſce they are a going, make them 
ealie, let them ſee their Fears were vain 
1 I confeſs, I believe ibey knew before, an 
enly feign d ibem: But let their Children ſee 
it too, | he them the Vanity and Fruitful- 


neſs of their Actempts to embarraſs and in- 
volve their Native Country; bew impoſſi- 
ble it is to make this People mad any more, 
and that they do but wafte their Strength, 
and conſequently their Time, ia ſtruggling 
againft the whole Stream of the Nation. 
Show them a happy Calm, a Sun-ſhine of 


A 


Liberty, and tempt them to Peace by the 
Native Beauty of it; never fear it, if they 
won't be good natut d enough and wiſe e- 
nough to liften to ir, their Poſterity will; 
Their Children wilt forget the Feud, and 
the Pleaſures of Peace wiil prevail upon 
Nature; all the Engagement of Party and 
Hopes of Spoil are cxcentrick and foreign ; 
natural Principle: will guide to Love ieacc, 
with Liberty and with Truth; as it has got 
the Victory now, ſo cu ill always get che 
Victory 3 and tho' Coufulions may prevail 
tor a Seaſon, or a Circumftance, or by the 
Help of a Faction or a Party, and to ſerve 
pi ivate Ends; yet theſe, like Diſeaſes in the 
Body, may put Nature in ſome Diſorder, 
but when the Maiignity is ſpent, the Health 
returniog reftores the former Equality, and 
all's reduc'd to Calmneſs and Temper by 
the common Courſe of Nature. 

Thus the Waters of the Sea are moſt 
furious and terrible when moved and driven 
by fierce and violent Winds; but when the 
aggrefſing Tefnpeft ceaſes, the Water re- 
turns by its own Native Gravity, to Calm- 
neſs and a ſmooth beautiful Surface. 

The Application is ſhort, Furious Men 
ſorted into Parties, to carry on miſchievous 
Deſigns, have embroil'd us GOD de 
prais*d, they are refirain'd from the Evil, 
their Power is ſuppreſs'd, the Nations are 
united, the Proteftant Succefſion is ſecur'd, 
the Intereſt of Liberty is eftabliſh'd and 
fortify'd, and tis ov more ia their Power to 
hurt us. What remains — Let em 
alone, as their Hopes die, ſo will their 
Party die, their Cauſe will ſink with theic 
Courage, they will leard with cunning Play- 
ers to throw up a loſt Game, they'll give 
over the fruitleſs Attempt; Nature will 
bring them to their Sences, and in a little 
time we ſball be all Brethren again; a thing 
honeft and wiſe Men would be glad to ſee, 
that they cannot remain ſo any longer, than 
they both wiſh and endeavour it. 
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M1$CELLANEA. 


Hare dwelt long on the Subject of the 
Poor, their Empluymen:, Settlement 
aad Regulaticny I have differ d ina my O- 
nion, from what the great Men of Contri- 
vance in this Matter tave puſh'd af, and 
have given my Reaſons, which I doubt not, 
will weiga with ſome of thoſe Honourable 
Perſons, who are yet to debate this Marter, 
and at whoſe Bar the Proſperity of England 
ſeems to be brought co a Trial; and I have 
repeated theſe Endeavaurs to ſave, if poſ- 
ſible, · our Trade and Manuſactures from any 
precipitaat Revolution, which may at once 
defiroy them. 
It remains now, according to my firſt Pro- 
ſal, to contider, from whence proceeds the 
— of our People. What Accident, 
what Decay of Trade, what Want of Em- 
ployment, when Revolution of Circamftan- 
ces makes our People poor, and conſequent- 
y burthenſume ! Our Laws deficient, and 
the Grievance ſo great, ſo as the making 
other Laws ſeem neceſſaty, in order to apply 
a Remedy to this growing Diſeaſe. 

The general Poverty of this Nation con- 
fiſts of tao Kinds, and among two Sorts of 

le. 

1. The Poverty of DiſaRer, and this falls 
chiefly on the middling Sorts of People, 
who have been Trading-Men, but by 
Misfortune or Miſmanage ment, or both, 
fall from flouriſhing Fortunes into Debt, 
Bankrupcy, Jails, Diſtreſs, and all Sorts 
of Miſery. 

2. The Poverty of !nheritance, I call it 
fo for Want of a better Epithet, Imean 
the People born to Labour, that work 
for Bread, and depend upon either 
Labour or Charity for Subfiſtence, 

I ſhall ſpeak at large to both theſe, and 

haps make it appear, that we are under 
—_— Miſtakes ia the Management 

of bot . 


As to the Diſaſters of Tradeſ men and 
Gentlemen, who fall into Miſery and Po- 
verty as before, I think it may be divided 
into two Heads. 


1. The honeſt, i.duftrious, bat vohappy 
Perfon, who fails into Decay by Loſſes, 
Wint cf Trade, Want of Judgment, by 
Caſualty, ur any other Method that does 
not a ffed his Morals, 

2. The detigning Knaye, who Fading 
bimſelf declining in C ircumftances, takes 
wicked Advantages to defraud and abuſe bis 
Creditors, and willingly contrives to entich 
himſelf at their Loſs, 

| ſay of both theſe, the general ConduRt 
is vaſtly wide of the delign'd End, and 1 
believe, the Engliſh Laws are in nothi 
more unjuſt, unequal and ill pointed, than 
in the Management of borh theſe 

And becauſe this ſeems a Charge on the 
publick, I ſhall endeavour to flate it as 
clear as I can z ficſt ſhowing the Miſtake, 
and ſecondly how it happens that we rud 
into it Whether or no I ſhall be able 
to be ſo clear in propoſing the Remedy, [ 
cannot tell, but Fil offer my Opia ion, tire 
my Reaſons, and leave others to judge. 

1. The great and perhaps the only MI 
take in our managing theſe two Sorts of 
Miſerables, I have mention'd, lies in this 3 
that our Laws make no Diſtinction bere be. 
tween the honeſt Man and the Knave. 

2. In Murthers, there is always a Capl- 
tal Diftiotion between the malicious, pre- 
meditated Murtherer, and the inadvertant; 
unthinking, raſh or baſty Manſhyer. 
Nay, tho" that Paſſion or Fury be io it ſelf 
abominable, which leads Men, Hand over 
Head, as we call it, into Blood; yet ſuch 
are ſpared as to Lite, and puaiſh'd in a 
milder Manner The wilful, d 

ing, fraudulent Bankrupt is a Trading Mu. 
therer, his bloody Mind is premeditatiag the 
Fraud, and he goes into it wich a cool Head, 
tho'a wicked Heart z of him it may very 
well be ſaid, when he is indifted, 4s indeed 
I think be ought 10. be, That he did it, or 
beving the Fear of GOD before bis Kyes, bus 
being mov'd by the Inftigation of the Devi). 


Theſe 


